EVELYN'S  FRIENDS
to recommend a tutor. He suggests Dr. Croone to
travel with Henry Howard's children (1663); and
Sir John Langham, knowing Evelyn to be the greatest
judge of "learning and behaviour/' and seeking a
tutor who amongst other accomplishments should
speak "ready and refined Latin/' inquires as to the
capacities of Mr. Philips, whom Evelyfit had employed
in his house, "which hath long been venerated as the
holiest temple of all virtue and ingenuity." Evelyn
recommends Philips, who was at that time with
Lord Pembroke at Wilton, although he admits that
he had not observed in him "any great promptness of
readily speaking Latin."
When he himself required a tutor for his "most
ingenious and pregnant" son, John, in 1665, it was
to Dr. Christopher Wren to whom he applied* He
wishes that the preceptor
"... may not be a morose, or severe person, but
qf an agreeable temper. The qualities I require
are, that he may be a perfect Grecian, and if more
than vulgarly mathematical, so much the more
accomplished for my design; mine own defects in
the Greek tongue., and knowledge of its usefulness,
obliges me to mention that particular with an
extraordinary note; in sum I would have him as
well furnished as might be for the laying of a perma-
nent and solid foundation; the boy is capable
beyond his years; and if you encounter one thus
qualified, I shall receive it amongst the great good
fortunes of my life that I obtained it by the benefit
of your friendship, for which I have ever had so
perfect an esteem."
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